So           THE LIFE AND WORK OF JOHN RUSKIN.

have looked on unmoved while great questions were being
agitated, consciences wrung, and souls torn asunder between
faith and doubt.

But there were reasons why he was not drawn into
the struggle. He was pious; and yet his piety was not
an affair of speculation, but of habit, a branch of ethical
practice. He had no " call" to doubt; he observed his
religious duties, and went on his way. During his career
at Oxford, also, his mother lived near him, in the High
Street, and he saw her constantly. Nothing keeps up a
habit so much as intercourse with persons who have been
accustomed to enforce it. And it was only when he got
away from his parents' company, as we shall hereafter
find, that he wandered from his parents' religion.

In the question, as between Church and Church, he
accepted what he had been taught, and all the more
easily because he had not been fostered in any of the
narrower sects, though always in the strictest Protest-
antism. He had not been fettered even to the Church of
England; for the Scottish traditions of his family, partly
descended from the hereditary keepers of the " Solemn
League and Covenant," the Tweddales, and partly from
old-time Jacobites, saved him from any exclusive devotion
to one party, or even nationality, in religion. He had
seen the good sides of more than one school of Protestant
Christianity, and their weak points as well. So that an
ecclesiastical contest had no interest for him; he could
take neither side.

But the other movement, then less heard of, was des-
tined to make a greater impression on the world. The
beginning of modern Physical Science was not confined
to Oxford, but it was well represented there. And it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